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Increasing Follow Up Care for “Urgent Needs”



“You cannot educate a child 
who is not healthy, and you 
cannot keep a child healthy 

who is not educated”
-Joycelyn Elders, M.D., Former U.S. Surgeon General



Acute pain from dental caries has a 
strong effect on children that is often 
equal to and sometimes greater than 
the effect of asthma. (Thikkurissy, S., et al., 2012)

Children with toothaches within the last 
6 months are 4 times more likely than 
those without toothaches to have a 
grade point average below 2.8 (Seirawan, H., 
et al., 2012)



Pinellas SBSP Pilot 2014/2015
• 23 Schools  Grades 1-3
• 2313 children screened
• 2304 children received fluoride tx
• 1889 children received sealants
• 7148 sealants placed
• $367,910 treatment



Goals for 2015/2016

• Increase number of children served to 
4,400

• Increase number of children with 
urgent needs that received follow up 
services



Pinellas SBSP 2015/2016
• 27 Schools   Grades K-5
• 4701 children screened
• 4690 children received fluoride  tx
• 3314 children received sealants
• 14,542 sealants placed
• $748,120



Urgent Needs

BSS definition of “urgent needs”
– Pain
– Swelling
– Visible abscess



Urgent Needs

• 122 children with urgent needs
• 42% seen at HD

– Up from 35% last year
• 29% reported being seen by other 

dentist
– Up from 22% last year

• 29% Unable to report any follow up 
– Down from 43% last year



What worked?

• Increase in case management
• Special form for every urgent needs 

child
• Worked with our dental clinics to 

make appointments for patients
• School District / Nurses
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Successes!
• Exceeded goal
• Increased access by seeing K-5th 
• Great working relationship with the 

school district
• Extended services through summer
• 85% sealant retention rate 



Barriers
• TESTING, TESTING, TESTING!!
• Communication within schools
• Parents willing to schedule their 

children with urgent needs
• Decrease in consent rate



Moving Forward

• Goal 4500 children (including 
summer)

• Possible 2nd team to see all Title I 
elementary schools (40 total)

• Possibly getting into Title I middle 
schools



“Far and away the best 
prize that life has to 
offer is the chance to 
work hard at work worth 
doing”

T. Roosevelt





Questions?

Karen.hodge@flhealth.gov
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