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< This new health care access point, reached, screened and
provides preventive oral health services to underserved children in
Palm Beach County, Florida, that did not see a dentist until age 3
orlater .

¢ More than 40 percent of children experience some form of tooth
decay before reaching kindergarten. That is why provision of oral
health care in a pediatric practice by oral health expert such as a
registered dental hygienists is an example of how working togeth
as a health professionals can improve children’s oral health.

<+ An evidence based-business model with the utilization of a
register dental hygienist that will perform dental screenings for
(ECC), application of fluoride varnish, oral education, and proper
referrals will be developed for pediatricians to follow to reduce the
rates of (ECC) of underserved children in Palm Beach County.

< This pilot project would like to make a significant change and
enhance the awareness of parents and children on the importance
of oral health beyond the dental setting.

<« Even though, medical providers like pediatricians, and family
doctors, can expand their involvement in oral health prevention,
they can never replace the care that a dental professional can
provide.

<« Pediatricians believe that they have an important role in
promoting oral health, but they seem to be ambivalent about
assuming greater involvement. Some of the reasons are, limited
knowledge, lack of familiarity with basic health-related issues , and
time constrain.

<« Therefore, the importance of having a dental hygienist in a
pediatric practice to provide preventive care services will increase
early intervention and prevent dental diseases.

< Oral health is an integral component of a child's overall health
and well-being. Without effective interventions, dental caries in
young children can result in the loss of tooth structure and early
tooth loss, inadequate tooth function, chronic pain, infection,
medical complications, hospitalizations, impaired speech
development, poor nutrition and impaired growth, inability to
concentrate in school and missed school days.
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