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ORAL HEALTH ACCESS PROFILE: LEVY COUNTY

A SIGNIFICANT PROPORTION OF RESIDENTS ARE UNABLE TO ACCESS ROUTINE DENTAL CARE
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Primary Oral Health Challenges
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Policy Solutions
1. Increase Medicaid reimbursement rates & expand coverage to include adult preventive and restorative care.
Benefit: Cost increases in expanding dental care would be offset by reduced emergency room spending.'5
2. Grant Florida Agency for Health Care Administration (AHCA) express authority to reimburse health access settings for dental
hygiene services, which is needed to fully implement legislation passed in 2011.
Benefit: Increase access and reduce cost of preventive dental services.
3. Expand fluoridation of community water supplies and oppose efforts to remove fluoride from the water supply.
Benefit: Overwhelming scientific evidence supports community water fluoridation as safe and effective in preventing tooth
decay and pays for itself in reduced dental care costs.’
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? Florida Agency for Healthcare Administration, Medicaid Decision-Support System, accessed June 2, 2011. (Note: Reporting of encounter data is incomplete. This may
result in under-reporting of utilization in the Medicaid reform counties (Baker, Broward, Clay, Duval, and Nassau) and in Miami-Dade County.)

® Florida Behavior Risk Factor Survey, generated via FloridaCHARTS, May 4, 2012.

*Florida Department of Health, Public Health Dental Program, generated via FloridaCHARTS, May 4, 2012.

*Florida Agency for Healthcare Administration, Emergency Department Database, 2010.
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