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Objective
To pursue a continuing interest in epidemiology, emerging pathogens, and social justice, with regard to global health and preventable infectious diseases.
Education
PhD of Public Health, expected graduation - May 2013
PhD candidate December 3rd 2012
University of Florida, Gainesville FL

Concentration: Environmental and Global Health

Interest: Vector Borne Disease and Global Health

            Masters of Public Health, May 2011
            University of Florida, Gainesville FL

            Concentration: Epidemiology

Bachelors of Science in Health Sciences, May 2008

James Madison University, Harrisonburg VA

Concentration: Pre-Medicine

Related Graduate Courses
-Global Health and Development 



-US Health Care Systems 


-Medical and Veterinary Entomology


-Zoonotic Disease
-Environmental Management of Vector Borne Disease
-Introduction to Biostatistics 
-Epidemiology Research Methods I and II


-Social Behavioral Sciences 

-Principles of Epidemiology




-Risk Communication
-Public Health Concepts of Infectious Disease

-Infectious Disease Epidemiology

-Geography of Vector Borne Diseases


-Human Health and Risk Assessment

-Environmental Health




-Chronic Disease Epidemiology

-Regression Methods 





-Toxicology
-Exposure assessment





-Public Health Ethics 

Summary of Qualifications
- Excellent human relations and communication skills

- Superior ability to achieve immediate and long-term goals 

- Ability to execute a number of projects simultaneously 

- Reliable in a variety of laboratory settings.
- Proficient with SAS, Arc GIS, SPSS, R Studio, STATA, and other computer software.
- Competent at navigating IRB guidelines and protocol regulations for our research proposals
Research
Emerging Pathogens Institute (EPI)





08/10-Present
Supervisor: Bernard Okech, PhD

- Investigating characteristics of malaria treatment policy, practice and transmission in Haiti, outcomes of interest include glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase enzyme deficiency, sickle cell anemia, parasite chloroquine resistance (PfCRT mutations), transmission intensity, vectorial capacity of Anopheles albimanus, and the history of policy in Haiti over the last half century.  
Southeastern National Tuberculosis Center (SNTC) 



01/12-Present

Supervisor: Michael Lauzardo MD, MPH

-Conducted a systematic review of over 1600 articles, with 325 studies included in final analysis.  Outcome of interest was hepatic injury in patients over the age of 60 on a standard four-drug tuberculosis treatment regimen.  Estimated publication deadline, February 2013.

Meaningful Modeling of Epidemiological Data (MMED) clinic


06/13

Supervisor: Juliet Pulliam PhD
-Traveled to South Africa to participate in a modeling clinic where I worked with mathematicians and health professionals from all around the world to create a malaria elimination model for Haiti, which simulated the impact increased drug coverage and surveillance, has on transmission intensity.

Funding and Awards

$ 10,000 Scholarship provided by the Dept. of Environmental and Global Health, UF 
    8/11
$ 10,000 Scholarship provided by the Dept. of Environmental and Global Health, UF 
    8/12

Tuition and Stipend provided by Armed forces Health Surveillance Center, Global Emerging Infections Surveillance  and Response Division (AFHSC-GEIS Grant) : Temporal and Spatial Trends for Drug Resistance and Transmission in Haiti



  8/11-Present
$ 10,000 Fellowship awarded by The College of Public Health and Health Professions, UF:Risks of mosquito borne disease exposure in Haiti






  11/12
$ 4,000 Fellowship awarded from the AFHSC-GEIS Grant: Temporal and Spatial Trends for Drug Resistance and Transmission in Haiti






    9/13
Presentations
von Fricken ME, Malaria Surveillance in Haiti: Treatment, Transmission, and Elimination. College of Public Health and Health Professions Seminar presentation at University of Florida, Gainesville FL. 11th October, 2013

von Fricken ME, Mollentze N, Chiduku N, and Meiring M. Modeling the use of primaquine for malaria elimination in Haiti.  Clinic on the Meaningful Modeling of Epidemiological Data at the South African Centre for Epidemiological Modeling and Analysis. Capetown, SA. 14th June, 2013

von Fricken ME, Carter TE. Okech BA, Treatment of Malaria in Haiti: Potential Issues Moving Forward. Speaker at the Conference on Globalization and Health Equity Policy: A Framework for 21st Century Haiti.  Washington, DC. 18-19 October 2012.

Posters

von Fricken ME, Beau De Rochars MV, Eaton WT, Weppelmann TA, Masse R, and Okech BA. Performance of the CareStart™ glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) rapid diagnostic test in Haiti.  Poster Presentation at the 62nd Annual meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Washington DC 13-17 November 2013

von Fricken ME, Weppelmann TA, Eaton WT, Soulan C, Shick L, Beau De Rochars MV, Masse R, and Okech BA. Anemia in school aged children living in the Ouest and Sud-Est departments of Haiti.  Poster Presentation at the 62nd Annual meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Washington DC 13-17 November 2013

von Fricken ME, Eaton WT, Weppelmann TA, Soulan C, Shick L, Beau De Rochars MV, Masse R, and Okech BA. Examining anthropometric measurements of malnutrition in school aged children (5-19 years) from the Sud-Est and Ouest departments of Haiti.  Poster Presentation at the 62nd Annual meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Washington DC 13-17 November 2013

Carter TE, von Fricken ME, Maloy H, Romain JF, St. Victor YS, Shick L, Okech Ba, and Mulligan CJ. Evaluation fo sicle cell hemoglobin and G6PD deficiency genetic mutations in the West and South East Departments of Haiti.  Poster Presentation at the 62nd Annual meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Washington DC 13-17 November 2013

von Fricken ME, Weppelmann TA, Eaton WT, Alam MT, Carter TE, Schick L, and Okech BA.  Prevalence of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency in the ouest and sud-est departments of Haiti.  Poster Presentation at the 141st Annual Meeting of the American Public Health Association Boston, MA 02-06 November 2013   

von Fricken ME. Myths, Misconceptions, and Pseudoscience; The importance of Critical Thinking, Not Cynicism. Poster Presentation at University of Florida Graduate Research Day, 29th October, 2013.

von Fricken ME, Weppelmann TA, Eaton WT, Alam MT, Carter TE, Schick L, Okech BA.  The prevalence of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency in Haiti; with comments on primaquine sensitivity.  Poster Presentation at The Meaningful Modeling of Epidemiological Data (MMED) clinic. Cape Town, South Africa, June 2013

Hosford JD, von Fricken ME, Lauzardo M, Chang M, Fennelly K, Dai Y, Lyon JA, Systematic Review and Meta-analysis to Assess Hepatotoxicity Arising from Treatment of Tuberculosis and LTBI. Poster presentation at the 17th Annual International Union of Lung Disease and Tuberculosis Northeastern Conference. Vancouver, BC 28 Feb- 02 Mar 2013

Wepplemann TA, Carter TE, Chen Z, von Fricken ME, Memnon G, Victor YS, Existe A, and Okech BA. Lack of Plasmodium Vivax Infections and High Frequency of the Erythroid Silent Duffy Antigen Genotype in Haiti.  Poster Presentation at EPI Research Day, University of Florida, February 2013.

Carter TE, von Fricken ME, Mulligan CJ, and Okech BA . Detection of Sickle Hemoglobin in Febrile Patients in Leogane, Haiti by a Turbidity Based Method and by Spectrophotometry. Poster Presentation at the 61st Annual Meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Atlanta, GA 11-15 November 2012

von Fricken ME, Carter TE, Weppelmann TA, Schmucker LK, and Okech BA . Determination of glucose-6-phosphate dehydrogenase (G6PD) deficiency by a rapid diagnostic test method in febrile patients in Haiti. Poster Presentation at the 61st Annual Meeting of the American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene. Atlanta, GA 11-15 November 2012

Publications

von Fricken ME, Weppelmann TA, Hosford JD, Existe A, Okech BA. Malaria Treatment Policies and drug efficacy in Haiti from 1955-2012. Journal of Pharmaceutical Policy and Practice - Accepted for Publication
Weppelmann TA, Carter TE, Zhongsheng C, von Fricken ME, Memnon G, Victor YS, Existe A, Okech BA, Lack of Plasmodium vivax infections and high frequency of the erythroid silent Duffy antigen genotype in Haiti. Malaria Journal 2013 12:30

Teaching Related Experience

Undergraduate Lecturer PHC 3440: Global Public Health


01/13-05 /13
- Taught and managed the entire 3 credit hour course PHC 3340: Global Public Health, for the Spring 2013 semester, class size- 70 students.  

Undergraduate Lecturer for Introduction to Public Health PHC 2003 
      8/13 - 12/13
Environmental Issues We Should All Care About – Air, Food and Water 
Environmental Issues We Should All Care About – Energy and Environmental Exposures
Global Issues We Should All Care About – Infectious and Neglected Tropical Disease 
Global Issues We Should All Care About – Vulnerable Populations and Natural Disasters   
Graduate Program Guest Lectures

NTDs in Africa, Control & Prospects- Environmental mgmt. of Vector Borne Diseases 
    8/12

Infectious Diseases & Environmental Health- Introduction to Environmental Health   
    4/12
Pseudoscience & Global Health; Myths Misconceptions, and Misinformation- PSY4930       4/13
Graduate Assistantship 







      08/11-6/12

- Worked alongside Dr. Tara Sabo-Attwood to organize and teach the graduate level course Introduction to Environmental Health.  Class size was 89 and 96 respectively for Fall and Spring.

Graduate Assistantship







   08/12- 12/12
-Work alongside Dr. Barbara Curbow to organize and teach the graduate level course Psychological, Social & Behavioral Issues in Public Health.  Class size is 62 students.  

Honors Student Advisor
Catherine Soulan- Nursing student interested in malnutrition in Haiti       
           06/13- Present
Will Eaton- Health Sciences student interested in malaria in Haiti

           04/13- Present
Public Health Related Experience

Research Assistantship, Emerging Pathogens Institute, 



08/11-Present

-Work alongside Dr. Bernard Okech on various protocols, IRBs, and research projects focusing on mosquito borne diseases, currently being conducted in Port-au-Prince and Leogane, Haiti.  

-Field manager of all Malaria related research activities occurring in Haiti for University of Florida.  

Arlington County Bureau of Communicable Disease                        

      12/10-9/11

· Evaluated TB program with regard to the CDC 2015 NTIP objectives.  In charge of Evaluation Team, liaison between county and state TB departments, and created a baseline dataset for 2008 and 2009.  
Nyumbani Watoto Wa Mungo, Kitui Kenya




      02/09-3/13
- Collected blood samples to screen for HIV infection in vulnerable populations in a clinical setting outside of Nairobi, Kenya for a non-profit NGO, for the duration of 6 months

- worked to broaden public relations, advised volunteers, and wrote for the annual newsletter 
Family Data Center, University of Florida 




    03/10-12/10

- Worked at the Family Data Center to create the Parks Evaluation Committee in collaboration with Alachua County Healthy Communities, with the goal of examining quality, amenities and incivilities in parks within half a mile of SHIP elementary schools

Alcohol Behavior Research







    10/10-12/10
- Examined alcohol binge drinking behaviors related to drinking games and peer perceptions 

Student Health Interdisciplinary Program (SHIP)


  
    01/10-12/10
-Critical involvement in creation and execution of health education classes in Alachua County’s Public Schools

Awards and Affiliations 

Nominated for the 2013 Graduate Student Mentoring Award 


     09/25/2013
- Was nominated by Will Eaton for UF’s graduate mentoring award, for the work we conducted examining G6PD deficiency and malaria transmission in Haiti Spring 2013.
Teaching Assistant of the Year






    08/11-05/12
-Awarded by students and faculty of the College of Public Health and Health Professions

Masters of Public Health Program 






     04/10/2010
- Award for Participation and Dedication to the ideals of the MPH program April 10, 2010
Public Health Student Association, Social Chair for MPH 


09/09-Present
- Was the head of the social committee for the Public Health Student Association 

SHIP program for Rawlins Elementary School, Coordinator  


    01/10-12/10
- Was in charge of the SHIP program at Rawlings elementary school, teaching health education to first, second, and fifth graders, coordinating volunteers, and creating new innovative classes
